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Gold in Attzona Desert?
Don't Ask S tate Officials
Jutlgc I r:tt ts r r ri rti r rg agct lcy'.s

vicws t'lll otrc finrr's clairtrs.

llv (lvrur llln ScnNt,or't
srrri(:rAr. l 0 rlll: NAI roNAl. l,Alv,(rttnN,tl'

rs't'nt:nri gokl ilr tltc Arizona desert?
Orrr; (lattirtliatt tnittirtg colnl)alty silys

l.hcre is atttl ltns raisetl $ l2 trtilliott frolrt
irrvr:stot's olt tlttr llrttpositiott. witlt ltlatts
to rtisr: attotltttr $30 lrrillion ott the
'lrrroltto stor:k trxt:ltalrge to ltuy alrcl ntine
lrrorc rlcsr:rl, latttl.

At tlrc rcrgttrtst olskc;tticnl 'lilroltttl tlx-
t:tratr grr ofl ir:ia ls, Ariz.ottit tttitt itt g autltori-
tir:s pcrlirrntr:tl sonte tcsts on tlte contpa-
rry's rlcscrl property, lottntl tro gr.rkl alrd
sairl so prrblit:ly.

llrrt Lhe trtitrirrg t:otttllalty-lttterltatiolt-
;rl I'rrtr:iotts Mcl.als (irrp.. of 'lbrolrtrl-
Irircrl olttt of I'ltoctti.rk ltttlst llrontiltnttI
linns, t,crvis & llor:it. to txrttttt tlrtwlt ott tlttl
Arir,otr:t I )rrltit rl ntctt l. oI Mitrrts a tttl lvlittrrr-
als. Arttl Or:t. lli. ltt Arizottt stlto cottrt
jurlgc trttrz.zlctt tlrc statrr lrtitrirtg oflici:rls..' 

S;lcr:ilir:ally. trlitrirxrpit Cottttty Superi-
or (lilurt.lurlgr: llottitlrl l)itrlglttrltt grarlttrtl
trrtcrrrntiottal I't'rtt:ious lr'ftlttls ir lxlrtnil'
nont gitll rlrtlcr agaittst tltc stitto ttlirting
rlcpnrtrrrclrl.. trrrhirklirrg it to tlisr:ttss tltrl
valrrc rlr irrvcslrttrttt[ ;xrtr:tttitl of lt'M's
nrinirtg vctttllrr;s.

'l'h:it rlrtlur silclrr:nd tltc lnost vot;tl
critics of ll'lr'l's r:litinrs: Mason Coggin, di-
rcctor of thc Ariz.olta Depirrtnlent of
lvlines anrl lrlirrerals. nntl state nrilting
etrgineer Nyal Nictttttth. Ilelrlro Mr. Cog-
giriwas toltl to kcep ltttlttt about ll'lrf, he
put his warttirrg aborrt ll'M's claims ilt llt-
iernct chat r(t(ttrls, ttttdcr ltis ottline
nitrnc, "dt:sr:rtltrx."

Siloncod About One GomPanY
'l'he jutlge tlitl not clip thc nrirring.de-

pnrttnr:irt's'wirrgs altogetlter. llt [irr:t, it is
irrrly ll'tr{'s r:lairits that tlre stntc ollicials
cati no lottger tliscttss. all.houglr thcre
rvils no cxplitttttiolt as to rvhy tltat cont-
pntry shottltl llrr Lrttnttrtl tliffrrrerrtly.

.lttrllgc l)lrrr;lltlolt rrlicr:l.r:rl ll'l"l's ar1ltt'
lrrr:lrI tlt:rt tlrr: ;ttlr;losc rtl'l.ltr: statc ttrittiltll
ilg()n(;y rvtrs prrltttotitlttal rtrtlrer tltalt
evaluativc itntl thitt tlte agerlcy lrnd lto
riglrt to rlissctttiltate its cvnltlntiotts.

As tlrr: sttltr oflir:inls prlirtted ottt ilt
their lrriefs. "ovrlr tlttr (;(,[lrso ol its 60'
yr:nr lristory. Llrc l)cpnrtttteltt ltits itttcr-
irretcrl its stnttrl.ory tluties to irrclttrlc pro'
virlirrg o;tirtittlts t:oltt:t:rltittg tlrc 

-vnltrc. -rrf
arrtl titrt liktrlilrootl o[ stlct:ess of spcciftt:
rrrirring opt:ratiolts.'

crilit:isms o.f 'Nal.

Statc rtflit:ials, plcnsrttl rvitlt tlrc ttnr'
row licol)o of thc tlet:ision. ltnve tto plttls
to apptral. ll'M. tntrattrvhilc, does not
seerrr likcly to pursttc ils clailtt tlxrt tlrrl
rrrirring oflir:ials' stirtclrtttnls tln tntgr:d tltr:
rxlrrtgriuty'.s rcptttntiurt orrd its stor;k pricc
to thc tttttc of $25 tttilliotr. "'l'lray ltnve ttot
irrstitutr:d ntt nr:titttt itt txlttrt" with thnt
claim, snitl .loseplr ttlikitish. nsslstnttI nt-
tornoy genernl firr Arizont. llrrt "they say
they retain the right." to do that.'

'l'he lantl, whir;lr ll'M is now free to sell
withorrt tlrc interlerettce o[ Arizonn statc
minirrg ollicials, is 10.000 acres ol
desert, knowlt as lllack llock, locatetl 90
rniles west of l'ltoenix.

ll'M hired ettgineeritrg firnr llehre l)ol-
bcar to take 78 snltt;tltls frtlrrr the l-llnr:k
llock area to be an:tlyz.ed.'l'hose satnples,
tlrc courpnny cloimcd, prove thore ls "suf-
ficient gokl- to warrnttt soliciting ittvcstor
rnonoy for furllrer exploratitln.

't'he Arizona l)cpartrrtellt of illines and
lvlincrnls took five santplcs front tlre
sarne arca and said that ltoltr: conlirntetl
l.lrc prcsrltr:tt ttf prtrt:iotts tttetals.

lltrl lltM ttrllttrrrl thnl. tlrr: stltlt:'s snttt'
plrts wrrrt: tlrarvtt frottt 2 fcr:t of soil, wltilr:
ll'Nl's sntrtplcs rv{}r(r takr:tt lroln 5O fect
urrdcr the soil.

l.ewis & lklca's llrtlt:tr S:rttttlcls saitl,
"Orrr r:licnt ltns nr:ktrowh:tlgctl. tttttltlr tltc
trarlitiorrnl lirc-nssny tttetltotl. tlrnt no
rrrinnrnliz.ntiorr rvill lle [otrrrtl. l]ttt," lro
nrlrlctl. "thcrc's a ltcrv lrtctlttttl tT'lrir:lt rnnl'
lnnke lrrirrr:ral tlcveloptttent otr Ihnt ;lrrlp-
r:rl.y vinblc ntttl ttctttrottrically adctlttate
firr prolit.- flO

NY, Times, Prosecutor $ettle
Agrccurcnt' that cndcd libcl suit in Philly is confidcntial.

llv Jrtst:nlt St,onottzlnr't
slricr^l, to I llri NAl loNAl. l.Aw ,ouRNAL

prrrr.Ar)r;t.r'nll-Orro of this cityh most
cclcbrirtetl prttsectttors has settletl her li-
bel suit agnittst'l'lte Nerv York Tirnes. the
nervsl)apor cottfirtttetl Oct. 28'

'l'lre scttletrrertt betrveetr llarbara 1,.

Christie, ltow t:lticf cotttrscl for tlte Pettlt-
sylvuria Slatc I'olictt, antl tlrr;'l'itnes cnme
a.s brrth sidcs rvcrc prepnring for trinl, set
to begin Nov. 17.

Nelthcr Ms. Clrristio nor ltcr attorney.
Geoffrny ll. .hrhttsott. of l'hilndr:lphin's
Sprnguc & Spragtre, t:otrld be renched for
cirrnriront.'l'itnes spokcswontnn llcidi
Itrkorny confirtttetl the settlernertt. de-
clirrilrg to rr:vr:al its tr:rms. but saying
that tlrc'l'intr:s lt;rs "ttovr)r settletl n libr:l
case for ttltltlc.]'.'l

U.S. l)istrir:t .ltttlgc litlttnrtlo (1. llo-
brr:no, of thrr liaslrtrrt l)istrict oI ltetrnsyl'
varria. lrrarkctl thr: strit sctl.lr:tl ()t:t. 28.

lvts. (,hrisl.irr. it 2il-ycar vr:tertn oI tlrtl

I'hilatlelphia district attorney's ollice.
prosecuted thc city's rnost high-profile
lnurdcr cascs itt tlre 1980s nnd early
1990s. whan slre lreadetl its llonricide
Urrlt. Ms. Chrlstie hntl nroved on, ftrst trr
hoatl the DA's Special lrrvestigatiorrs Unit.
rntl then to the (ihargirrg Urrit. when the
'l'irrres' Strtrrl:ry lr{ngnzinrt ran a story Jttly
16. 1995 by'l'irra lloscttberg, titlctl "'l'he
l)eadliest l).4." 'l'hc trticle profilctl
t'hilndclphia's l,ytrtc Abrnltatn and her
oflice's dcath-perralty record. One parn'
grnph nrentiorred Ms. Chrlstic's work as
lronricirlc driof.

ln court tlocuntents. Ms. Christlc said
Ms. lloscnberg hatl ncver contaetetl her
lor corntnent. Ms. Christie nlso linked thrl
article to her failttre to bc hirad by the
U.S. attorncyh officc in New.lersey.

'l'lrc'l'ilrrrts' pre-trial tttentorattduttt
snitl tlro article rvas ftrir contntetttarl'.
proter;tr:rl lly frrir-rcporting privik:grrs
nrrrl prrblishr:tl rvitlrottt lrtnlicn or kttrlrvl-
ctlgr: oIntty itt[orltt:rtirtrt lrrrirrg fnlsrl. [XU
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